CHAPTER EIGHT
THE END OF TORY GOVERNMENT [ 1902-1905 ]
BETWEEN the close of the South African War and
the coming into power of a Liberal Government, the
Conservatives, now with Balfour as Prime Minister,
enjoyed three years of office. They had been elected
at the" Khaki Election " of 1900 by something resembling
a referendum on the subject of the war, When, then, they
proceeded to bring forward highly contentious domestic
measures, it is hardly surprising that there was a good deal
of grumbling, and that not only on the part of Liberals, but
also on the part of the many Liberal Unionists who had
been zealous for the war, but felt no sort of urge to assist
the Church and the brewers.
' A real need of drastic educational reform there unques-
tionably was. Countries like Germany were going ahead,
with their well-organised system of schools and colleges;
while English education remained a thing of shreds and
patches, the product of illogical compromises and makeshifts
arrived at over a long period of years, There was urgent
need for greater centralisation, greater systematisation,
better buildings, better equipment, better teachers, and
better co-ordination of the multifarious educational author-
ities of the country. So patent was this need that $faf
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